
How the Kangaroos Got Their Tails
A long, long time ago, two kangaroos lived in the country 
now known as Australia. The large, brown kangaroo was 
from the plains and the smaller, grey kangaroo was from 
the hills. One day, the grey kangaroo really wanted to eat 
some wild bush honey, so he followed a swarm of bees to 
their hive in the hole of a rock. The grey kangaroo reached 
inside and pulled out a handful of gooey honey. It was 
delicious and now the big, brown kangaroo also wanted 
some for himself. The grey kangaroo told him to reach 
his arm right into the back of the hole to get the tastiest 
honey. The brown kangaroo did 
this but all he pulled out was a 
handful of spiders. He had  
been tricked!

11

20

30

41

53

65

76

85
95

108

113

121

126

128

Quick Questions
1. How do you think the grey kangaroo was feeling 

when he followed the bees? 

  

 

2. Which was the largest kangaroo? 

 

3. Find and copy the word that means the same as 
the adjective ‘sticky’. 

 

4. Number these facts from 1 to 3 to show the order 
they appear in the text.  

         The brown kangaroo pulled out a handful of spiders. 

          The grey kangaroo followed the bees. 

         The grey kangaroo ate some wild bush honey.
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Answers
1. How do you think the grey kangaroo was feeling 

when he followed the bees? 

Accept any sensible answer linked to the text, 

e.g. Hopeful that he would find some honey.

2. Which was the largest kangaroo? 

the (large) brown kangaroo

3. Find and copy the word that means the same as 
the adjective ‘sticky’. 

gooey

4. Number these facts from 1 to 3 to show the order 
they appear in the text.  

    3   The brown kangaroo pulled out a handful of spiders. 

      1    The grey kangaroo followed the bees. 

     2   The grey kangaroo ate some wild bush honey.
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Paul the Lucky Octopus
Over the past few weeks, Paul the Octopus has been 
predicting the result of the World Cup football games. 
He’s an amazing animal! 

Before each match, the sea creature’s owners have been 
putting some clear, plastic boxes into Paul’s tank. Each 
box is decorated with the flag of a football team. 

Paul has been choosing one of the boxes by crawling 
towards it and he has correctly guessed the winner of 
six football games so far in the World Cup competition.

Is Paul a football expert or just a very lucky octopus? 
What do you think?
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Quick Questions
1. What does Paul predict the results of? 

 

2. Which adjectives has the author used to describe 
the boxes in Paul’s tank?  

                                                                                       

3. Why do some people think Paul is a football 
expert? 

  

 

 

4. What do you think – is Paul just a lucky octopus? 
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Answers
1. What does Paul predict the results of? 

football matches (in the World Cup)

2. Which adjectives has the author used to describe 
the boxes in Paul’s tank?  

clear/plastic  

3. Why do some people think Paul is a football 
expert? 

Example answer: Because he has already 

correctly predicted the winner of six matches.  

4. What do you think – is Paul just a lucky octopus? 

Pupil’s own answer with reference to the text, 

e.g. Yes – because an octopus wouldn’t really 

know anything about sport.  
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The Great White Shark
Great white sharks are the top of the ocean’s food chain. 
They are the biggest fish on our planet which eat other 
fish and animals. They are known to live between thirty 
and one hundred years old and can be found in all of the 
world’s oceans, but they are mostly found in cool water 
close to the coast. 

Even though they are mostly grey, they get their name 
from their white underbelly. The great white shark has 
been known to grow up to six metres long and have 
up to three hundred sharp teeth, in seven rows. Their 
amazing sense of smell allows them to hunt for prey, 
such as seals, rays and small whales from miles away. 
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Quick Questions
1. Why do you think that the great white shark is at 

the top of the ocean’s food chain? 

  

 

2. Where are most great white sharks found? 

  

 

3. Find and copy the adjective that the author uses 
to describe the shark’s sense of smell.  

 

4. Number these facts from 1 to 3 to show the order 
they appear in the text.  

         They live between thirty and one hundred years. 

          They can grow up to six metres long. 

          They have up to three hundred teeth.
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Answers
1. Why do you think that the great white shark is at 

the top of the ocean’s food chain? 
Accept any sensible answer linked to the text or 
existing knowledge, e.g. I think that they are at 
the top of the food chain because they are too 
big to be eaten by anything else.

2. Where are most great white sharks found? 
(in cool water) close to the coast

3. Find and copy the adjective that the author uses 
to describe the shark’s sense of smell.  
amazing

4. Number these facts from 1 to 3 to show the order 
they appear in the text.  
     1  They live between thirty and one hundred years. 
     2   They can grow up to six metres long. 
     3   They have up to three hundred teeth.
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What Plants Need to Grow
To grow properly, a plant needs: 

• air;

• light;

• water;

• nutrients;

• warmth.

Why does it need them?

• If a seed is not warm enough, it will not germinate. 
Germination is when the seed starts to sprout.

• If a plant does not have enough light, it will 
grow to be tall and flimsy as it tries to search 
for light. The plant will probably die.

• If a plant is not watered enough, its stem will be 
fragile and it will have very dry leaves. Again, it will 
probably not survive. 
So, where is the best place to grow a healthy plant?
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Quick Questions
1. What do you think would happen if you planted a 

seed and put it into a cold, dark cupboard? 

  

 

2. What is germination? 

  

 

3. Find and copy the word that means the same as 
the adjective ‘delicate’. 

  

 

4. Where would be the best place to grow a  
healthy plant?  
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Answers
1. What do you think would happen if you planted a 

seed and put it into a cold, dark cupboard? 

Accept any sensible answer linked to the text, 

e.g. It probably wouldn’t grow because growing 

plants need warmth and light.

2. What is germination? 

Germination is when the seed starts to sprout. 

3. Find and copy the word that means the same as 
the adjective ‘delicate’. 

Accept ‘flimsy’ or ‘fragile’.

4. Where would be the best place to grow a  
healthy plant?  

Accept any sensible answer linked to the text, 

e.g. On a bright window sill with plenty  

of water. 
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